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Remarks/Arguments 

This paper responds to the Office Action of March 24, 2004. 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the application. Claims 1-43 are 
pending, Claims 1-30 are allowed, and claim 34 is indicated allowable. 

The amendments to the claims merely state cosmetic antecedents for limitations 
previously recited in the claims, and do not narrow their scope. 

L Claim 31 

Claim 31 is discussed in paragraph 7 of the Office Action. Claim 31 reads as follows: 
31. A method, comprising the steps of: 

in response to an exception raised while executing a program coded in 
instructions of a first instruction set architecture, initiating an execution thread 
under an operating system coded in instructions of a second instruction set 
architecture; 

delivering the exception to the initiated thread for handling by the 
operating system. 

The Office Action compares the "thread" of the claim to element "500a-i" of Fig. 5b of 
Hammond '686. However, Hammond's elements 500a - 500i are "handlers." An "handler" is 
not a "thread." See the contrasting definitions from www.wordiq.com, attached as Exhibit 1. 
Note that the definition of "interrupt handler" makes no mention of "thread," and vice-versa - 
the two are essentially unrelated concepts. Similarly, the word "thread" appears nowhere in 
Hammond '686. 

Because claim 31 recites an element that is absent from Hammond '686, any § 102 
rejection may be withdrawn. 

Claim 38 recites similar language and is patentable for similar reasons. 

Claims 32, 33, 35-37 and 39-43 are dependent on claims 31 and 38, and patentable 
therewith. In addition, the dependent claims recite additional features that further distinguish the 
art. 
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II. Claims 39, 41-43 

Paragraphs 14-19 of the Office Action purport to discuss certain claims under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103. Section 103 issues are governed by MPEP § 2143 and 2143.02. Section 2143 reads as 
follows: 

2143 Basic Requirements of a Prima Facie Case of Obviousness 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. 
First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or 
in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the 
reference or to combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable 
expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference (or references when combined) 
must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. 

The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the reasonable 
expectation of success must both be found in the prior art, not in applicant's disclosure. 
In re VaecK 947 F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

All obviousness rejections require a showing of "reasonable expectation of success." That 

showing is absent from paragraphs 14-19. Nor does the Office Action explain the structure or 

operation of any proposed combination of Hammond '686 and Thomas '563 - because they 

present such divergent approaches, it is not at all clear that they could be combined to yield any 

correct behavior. Therefore, no rejection of claims 39 or 41-43 exists. 

In view of the amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims 
are in condition for allowance. Applicant requests that the application be passed to issue in due 
course. The Examiner is urged to telephone Applicant's undersigned counsel at the number 
noted below if it will advance the prosecution of this application, or with any suggestion to 
resolve any condition that would impede allowance. Enclosed is Petition for Extension of Time 
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for one month. In the event that any further extension of time is required, Applicant petitions for 
that extension of time required to make this response timely. Kindly charge any additional fee, 
or credit any surplus, to Deposit Account No. 23-2405, Order No. 114596-28-0053BS. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLKBE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP 



Dated: July 26, 2004 




Registration No. 36,461 

WBLLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP 

787 Seventh Ave. 

New York, New York 10019 

(212) 728-8000 

(212) 728-81 11 Fax 



■I 
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Exhibit A to 
Response to Office Action 
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